FAQ:
How can we identify and target those learners with an ‘invisible’ disability, such as a Specific Learning Difference (SpLD)?

In our guidance, “Higher Education Outreach-Targeting Disadvantaged Learners” (HEFCE 2007) we highlight the need for WP practitioners to target disabled learners, and to ensure that WP activities are inclusive for all. However, we recognise that targeting SpLD learners first relies on successful identification, and that many learners with SpLD remain unrecognised. 
In describing the targeting process, we stress the importance of good working relationships between teachers and WP practitioners, and learners and parents/carers in order to effectively target learners.  Further resources are available through the AchieveAbility Network that can help schools and WP practitioners in identifying SpLD learners. 
AchieveAbility is a national network formed to promote awareness of the needs of those with Dyslexia, Dyspraxia and Dyscalculia or Specific Learning Differences (SpLD) in the learning environment. The purpose of the AchieveAbility Network is to ensure that there are appropriate learning opportunities to support and enhance the continuation rates of SpLD learners across the educational sectors.
AchieveAbility has produced a framework for teachers and other practitioners to use to create a more inclusive teaching and learning environment,  “AchieveAbility Interventions: A Framework for Whole Class Learning drawn from SpLD Work”. This framework includes a toolkit to be used to identify learners with SpLD, and we would encourage WP practitioners to make use of this resource in collaboration with school staff to ensure that SpLD learners are included in the targeting process.
For a copy of the checklist and more information, please visit www.achieveability.org.uk/resources.html 
